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consideration, when you shall have received and examined,

the particular reports which will, no doubt, be submitted -
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. We earnestly press upon your consideration the necessi-
ty of _providing for the better or’ganization and discipline
of the militia. The experience of all ages has taught
that the only safe, the only secure, eliance of a free

people for protection against outrage and aggression, is

.
“

upon the militia—upon themseives. But this reliance is
far from being either safe or secure, unless there be, con-
stantly kept.up, a certain degree of organization and disci-
pline; at present, we caunot be said to have either:—how
soon we may have oceasion for both, none can tell.

It is not, perhaps, attainable; nor does 1t appear to be

essential, that the whole body of the militia should be skil- -

ied, or even at all instructed 1n the discipline-of the camp,
or of the field, but it appears to us, thata system might be
devised, which by providing effectually, for the reguiar en-
rollment of all the citizens subject to militia duty, and for
the exercise and instruction of the commissioned officers,
in camp and field duty, would insure to us all the essential
benefits of a well organized militia, without in the least,
encroaching upon the time and convenience of the great
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body of the people, or exacting of the commissioned offi-

cers any sacrifice, which the
ward in making, for so desgir
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The state of our finances will be made known to you, by

ir patriotism wouid not be for-
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the treasurer of the western shore, in the performance of

the duties devolved upon him by the general assembly.

That excellent and valuable public servant, will lay before

you a particular and detailed report, upon this subject,
from which you wili learn all material facts in relation there-
to, and by which you will be enabled to judge, more correct-
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ly thdn from any suggestions cf ours, cf the nature and ex-
tent of the public exigencies and resources. A prudent

1
economy, in all our expenditures, is so obviously proper
as to need no recommendation from 'us. .

‘ .Tl.ler’e 18 110_'§1_1bject upon the meation of which, the pa-
triot’s heart will “more freely expaund, or upon which the
enlightened republican statesman, tnore delights to dwell,
than the education of the rising generaotion. Upon
then},?nd’ "upon’their wisdom and virtue, will greatly “de-
?enq the liberty, prosperity, 2and happiness of thousands un-
born. They are destined to fill the places of each, anc
all of us; they are to be the hiews of all our possessions; the
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